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| REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


= OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT, 
FınLay. D. T., Dec. 81st, 1875. 


To His EXCELLENOY, JOHN L. PENNINGTON, 
Governor of Dakota Territory } 


Sir:—I have the honor to present herewith my annual re- 
port of the public schools of Dakota for the year ending 
August 31st, 1875. 


REPORT. 


A T 


The following table of statistics shows the present condi- 
tion of the schools in this Territory. “Many of the district 
clerks, however, have failed to report to the county superin: 
ten.lents, thereby rendering it impossible for them to give me 
anything like a correct and complete report. Therefore our 
returns are less, in all respects, than the real facts would show. 
Furthermore, much of our Territory, in the sparsely settled 
portions, is yet unorganized, leaving out of our reports a 
large number of children who are accommodated, in some 
instances, by private schools. 
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4 SUPERINTENDENT OF 


TERRITORIAL STATISTICS. 


1875 1874 
Number of children reported over 5 and under 21 
years Ol Areco drid 8343 7333 
Number of children enrolled in public schools. .. 4428 4715 
Number of children reported not attending school, 3915 2617 


Number of organized districts,.................. 296 267 
TEACHERS. 

Number of teachers employed,................5, 208 168 
REVENUES. 


Amount received from county taX,........ ..... $13,138 41 


Amount received from district tax,............. 11,512 49 
Amount received from private subscription,..... 3,952 23 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Total amount expended for educational purposes, $32,603 13 


Amount paid for teachers’ wages,............... 18,045 86 
Amount paid for building, repair, rent, &c...... 9.985 01 
Amount paid for incidentals,.................. 4,572 26 


Valuation of school property as far as reported, 24,926 00 


Notwithstanding the earnest appeal of my predecessor, in 
his last report, to district clerks and county superintendents, 
to make their reports more complete and in accordance with 
the law, yet many of them were so imperfect as to render it 
necessary for me, to obtain a fuller and more complete report 
before making my returns, thus causing trouble, delay and 
expense. I purpose in the future to distribute blanks at an 
early day: and I appeal, most earnestly, to the superinten- 
dents to see that they are properly filled, either by publish- 
ing notices in their county papers or by personal visitations. 
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Statistical abstracts of the reports of county superinten- 


dents are here appended. 

BON HOMME COUNTY. 
Number of children over 5 and under ?1,.......... 
Number of children attending public school,...... 
Number of children not attending public school,.. 
Number of organized districts,..... ES las 
Number of schools taught,...............o.... ed 
Number of male teachers, ......oooooooommmmo. o... 
Number of female teachers, ........o.oooooooo.oo.. 
Amount of public money apportioned ..... de 
Amount raised by district tax,.................... 
Amount paid for teachers? wages,................. 
Amount paid for incidental expenses,............. 
Amount of school property not reported, 


BROOKINGS COUNTY. 


Number of children over 5 and under 21 .......... 

Number of organized districtS.................... 

Amount of money raised by tax and otherwise.... 
Report very incomplete. 


: CASS COUNTY. 
Report has not come to hand. 


CLAY COUNTY. 


Number of children over 5 and under 21........... 
Number of children attending school.............. 
Number of children not attending school 
Number of organized districts 
Number of schools taught 
Number of male teachers 
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Amount of public money apportioned 
Amount raised by district tax...............5,.04. 
Amount paid for teachers’ wages 
Amount of school property .......o.ooooooooonooo.. 
Amount paid for building and incidentals......... 
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237 

365 

19 
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$557 00 
379 00 
885 00 
45 00 
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DAVISON COUNTY. 
Number of children between 5 and 21.............. 
Number of children attending sehool.............. 
Number of organized districts............. A 
Amount raised by tax......... SS ere 
Amount paid for teachers’ WageS..........omco.ooo.. 


GRAND FORKS COUNTY. 
Number of children between 5 and 21...... ad 
Number of children attending o 6 6 ions 4s 
Number:of children not attending school.......... 
Number of organized districts............... ane 
Number of schools taught................. eer 
Amount apportiond to the distriet....... oa 
Amount raised by tax and private subscription.... 
Amount paid for teachers’ WageS......cooooomoo... 
Amount paid for building............ o... ooooo... 


HANSON COUNTY. 


Number of children between 5 and 21............. 

Number of organized districts.................... 

Amount raised for building, etc...... ery eer ‘ 
Report very incomplete. 


HUTCHINSON COUNTY. 


Number of children between 5 and 21............. 
Number attending school............ 0.0.0.0. ee eee 
Number not attending school...... caera del 
Number of organized districts................ pda 
Number of schools taught.......oo.ooooooocrcon... 
Number of school houses. ........... OR 
Amount apportioned to districtS.................. 
Amount raised. DY TAX aie bois der scene hen ba68 
Amount paid for teachers’ WAgeS.......ooooomomoo.. 
Amount paid for building, etC..:¿.......o.o.oooo.. 


$91 00 
91 00 


36 


$764 00 
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LAKE COUNTY. 


Number of children between 5 and 91.............. 47 


Number of children attending school.............. 19 
Number of children not attending school.......... 28 
Number of organized districts.................... 3 
Number of schools taught....... ee ERES E 
Amount of money apportioned.................o.. $23 52 
Amount of money raised by taX.................. 36 48 
Amount cf money paid for teachers” wages........ 60 00 


LINCOLN COUNTY. 


Number of children between 5 and 21.............. 155 
Number of children attending school.............. #416 
Number of children not attending school.......... 339 
Number of organized districts.................... 40 
Number of schools tanght.............ooooooooo.o.. 20 
Number of male teachers............ 2... 0.200000 2 
Number of female teachers..........oooooooomoo... 18 
Amount apportioned to the districts.............. $ 1,200 00 
Amount raised by district tax ..........o.o.oooo.... 1,538 00 
Amount paid for teachers’ wages....... O .. 914 00 
Amount paid for building and other expenses .... 1,824 00 


MINNEHAHA COUNTY. 


Number of children between 5 and 21............ 740 
Number of children attending school............. 377 
Number of children not attending school.......... 363 
Number of organized districts.................... 37 
Number of schools taught...........oooooooooo... 30 
Number of male teachers..........ooo.ooocmoooo... 5 
Number of female teacherS...........oo.ooooooo... 25 
Amount of money apportioned districts........... $1,091 30 
Amount of money raised by taX........ ........ 3,073 20 
Amount of money paid teachers........... Spots 2,387 00 
Amount of money paid for building, &........... 1,777 50 
Value of school property as far as reported....... 5000 00 
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MOODY COUNTY. 


Number of children between 5 and 21 .......... i 225 
Number of children attending school (not given.) 
Report incomplete. 


PEMBINA COUNTY. 


Number of children between 5 and 21......... seas 117 
Number of children attending school............ ¿o 30 
Number of children not attending school.......... 87 
Number of schools taught.........60...0. 0040 eens : 1 
Amount raised by tax. .....o.o.oooooooomoocr.. e... $185 00 
Number of organized districts.......... os e, 1 
Amount paid for teachers wageS...............- «.. $105 00 
Amount paid for incidentals..... AN 35 00 


re ee 


RICHLAND COUNTY: 


Number of children between 5 and 21.............. 71 
Number of children attending school............... 40 
Number of children not attending school.......... 31 
Number of organized districts..... do 3 
Number of schools taught..........-.... Lodo 3 
Amount raised by tax............. Ls "asen... $180 00 
Amount paid for teachers WageS............... e... $180 00 


TURNER COUNTY. 
Number of children between 5 and 21....... o 266 


Number of children attending school..... ..... o. 99 
Number of children not attending school............ 167 
Number of schools taught............. Lo 5 
Number of organized districts......... Lan 15 ` 
Amount apportioned to districts.................. $149 86 
Amount raised by district taX............oo..... 2s 239 20 
Amount paid for teachers wages ......... cons 240 00 
Amount paid for building and rent................ 149 06 
Value of school property reported in part....... «.. 850 00 


Unly five districts gave eomplete repurts. 
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UNION COUNTY. 


Number of children between 5 and 21............. 1904 
Number of children attending school........... P 1400 
Number of children not attending school.......... 504 
Number of organized districtS............o....... 68 
Number of schools taught.............oooocooooo.. 55 
Amount of money apportioned districts.......... $2,052 73 
Amount of money raised by taX.... ..:.......... 3,402 56 
Amount of money paid teachers.................. 4.659 08 
-Amount of money paid for building, etC........... 766 21 
School property partially reported... 0... ....... 4,464 00 
E YANKTON COUNTY. 

Number of children between 5 and 21.............. 1611 
Number of children attending school.............. TO 
Number of children not attending school.... ...... 839 
Number of organized districtS..........o.o..ooooo.o... 45 
Number of schools taught.............. pis 31 
Amount apportioned districtS..........ooooo.o.o.o.o.. $3,444 35 
Amountralsed Dylan hehe sta ed ees 1,797 35 
Amount paid for teachers wages and otherwise ex- 

pende desirons ee ipee ee eae bs eee ee 5,241 70 
Value of School property cti os shea ec 6,550 00 


From the foregoing tables, it will be seen that our scholas- 
tic property is rapidly increasing. 

The per cent. of attendance during the past year is less 
than the year previous. 

The amount raised and expended is about the same as the 
year previous. ‘Ihe want cf attendance is accounted for in a 
great measure for the want of means to sustain schools to ac- 
commodate theincreasing population. When we consider the 
devastation of crops last year, in some parts of our Territory, 
we feel gratified with these results; and we are encouraged to 
believe that the interest in the cause of education among our 
people is unabated. Also that our next report will show a 
great increase in attendance and in funds raised, especially 
for building purposes. 
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Financial depression has prevented our new settlers from 
giving that attention to the school interest which the cause de- 
mands, and which it would otherwise have received. Many 
districts have been obliged to dispense with their schools al- 
together, while others have sustained them for a less number 
of months than they do in more prosperous times. 


The expenditures in building and furnishing school houses 
during the year, for the reason above stated, have been com- 
paratively small. Butthe present prosperous condition of 
the people of this Territory promises a great increase, in the 
future, in this direction. 


The great emigration induced by the free, rich and fertile 
lands of Dakota, calls for constant work in districting and 
re-districting the new settlements; thus imposing labor upon 
our school officers, and affording all an opportunity to aid in 
building up a free system of education for the benefit of 
hundreds of thousands who at no distant day will need its 
advantages. 


Until the Territory is more uniformly settled, and more sys- 
tematically districted, some of our schools must necessarily 
labor under great disadvantages. 

As almost every nationality is represented in our commu- 
nities, by those who are more or less ignorant of our lan- 
guage and customs, we find it necessary to labor earnestly, 
and wait patiently for that system and order which exists in 
some of the states. No amount of complaining of district, 
and other officers, will produce order, and throw into harmo- 
nious operation the machinery of successful school work. It 
is true that inthe new settlements, many of the school officers 
are inexperienced, and in some instances unqualified for the 
duties imposed on them, But this can be remedied only by 
the faithful co-operation of the several superintendents and 
others who possess the requisite knowledge and expe- 
rience. 


We are entering upon a more uniform plan of reporting 
our school proceedings, by furnishing systematic blank forms 
and by urging upon the county superintendents the necessity 
of visiting each district as the law requires, and of instruct- 
ing the district clerks more fully in regard to their duties. 
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We have held correspondence with manv of the state su- 
perintendents, and exchanged school laws and school re- 
ports, that we may be the better prepared to make improve- 
ments in our school operations. i 

In nothing are we more deficient than in good, thoroughly 
trained teachers. This difficulty cannot be fully remedied 
until our resources are sufficiently developed to enable the 
districts to give their teachers better remuneration. But asa 
means of increasing an interest on the part of teachers, and 
of preparing them more thoroughly for their work, we earn- 
estly recommend the Connty Superintendents to organize 
County Teachers Associations, and to hold at least one In 
stitute each year. No argument is needed to show tke bene- 
fit of such Institutes. They have proved such an auxiliary to 
the cause of education in the states where they have been 
held, that they are regarded as almost absolutely necessary 
to success in carrying forward the work. 

Lincoln county has led the way. Union, Clay, Yankton, 
Minnehaha, Bon Homme and Turner ought to follow, and 
gather their teachers for mutual improvement and prepara- 
tion. We cannot enter upon the plan too soon of preparing 
our teachers at home. When we do this we shall have teach- 
ers who can adapt themselves to the wants and circumstan- 
ces of Western people. and whose interests will be identified 
with those for whose benefit they labor. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

J.J. MCINTIRE, 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 
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OFFICE OF TERRITORIAL SUPERINTENDENT, } 
FINLAY, Dec. 15th, 1876. 


To His EXcELLENCY, JoHN L. PENNINGTON, 
Governor of Dakota: 

Srr:—As required by section 3 of the Public School law, I 
have the honor to submit “a report of my’ official acts,” for 
the year ending August 31st., 1876. 

| " Very Respectfully, 
Your Obedient Servant, 
e J. J. MCINTIRE. 


Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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SCHOOL OFFICERS. 


PA Ő 


SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 


J.J. McIntire, z — 
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT 
Geo. A. STROUT, — — 


Finlay, D. T. 


, 


Farao, D. T. 


COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 


County. Superintendent. P. O. Address. 
Armstrong-... ..C. W. LEHNART ......... Milltown, Dakota 
Bon Homme..... S. HITCHCOCK ........... Springfield, 
Burleigh......... Linpa W. SLauGuHTer....Bismarck, 
Brookings....... ——. 22.0... —— 

CASS.. o.n.a. .8. G. ROBERTS ...... s... Fargo, 

Clay cecwiw acess Rey. E. H. Hurpsort.... Vermillion 
Grand Forks.....Grxo. A. WHEELER........Grand Forks 
Hanson.......... Jons M. LYON......... .. Rockport, 
Hutchinson......S. M. DaBoLL............ Olivet, 
Dakeeicsiseeksss J.H LAW A babe Madison, 
Lincoln......... «Rev. V. B. CONKLIN...... Lincoln Center, 
Minnehaha.......E. A, SHERMAN.......... «Sioux Falls 
Moody........... P. A. VANNISE............Flandreay, 
Pembina......... H. R. Vaueun........... .Pembina 
Richland......... J. M. RUGGLES........«..— 

Trail..... ada O ATTEN, cenos ——. 
Turnet........... Rev. T. H. Jupson........ Swan Lake 
o AAA RUNYAN CoMPTON........ Elk Point 
Yankton......... NATHAN FORD..... s... Yankton 


REPORT. 


It will be seen by an examination of the reports rendered 
by the Superintendents of our Territory, the first of which 
dates back only seven years, that steady progress, and an 
increasing interest has attended the efforts of the friends of 
education. Indeed, we believe that the status of our schools 
will compare favorably with that of many of the states. 

It cannot be expected that newly settled countries, where 
the population is scattered, where the soil must first be 
broken, and where districts must be organized, school houses 
built and furnished, even with the best system in the ‘world, 
would afford the same advantages as án old country with re- 
sources developed and all things in working order. 

We, as a people, are gradually rising above the very seri- 
ous obstacles which lie in the way of education progress. 
Yet, with the scattered and irregular settlement of our com- 
munities, the mixed population, the inexperience on the part 
of settlers, in school matters, the want of means to build 
school houses and employ teachers, we occasionally find our- 
selves embarrassed, and are made to feel the necessity of 
greater earnestness in our work. 

Nearly every settled part of our Territory has been organ- 
ized into school districts, in which schools are taught during 
some part of the year. In the organized communities of the 
Territory, there is one school district to every thirty children 
of legal school age. In the unorganized counties, where 
there are but few inhabitants, private schools in some cases 
have been taught, the support of which was by subscription. 
But of these we have not been able to collect reliable statistics: 
When we include these schools, together with those of the city 
of Yankton, it greatly increases the figures . given in our sta- 
tistical summary, which embraces only the schools that come 
under my supervision. 
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Some of the reports which 1 have received are so very de- 
fective especially in stating the condition of finances, that I 
findit impossible to give anything like a full report from each 
county. In some cases the failure is on the part of the Coun- 
ty Superintendent. Butin most cases it is the fault of dis- 
trict clerks. In many instances they have shown themselves 
too indifferent in the matter of making full and accurate re- 
ports, as the law requires. 

In some instances County Superintendents have been oblig- 
ed to send back reports and have them made more full, and 
in others, to visit the districts before they could obtain a re- 
port, thus causing both unnecessary expense and delay 
Some clerks are incompetent to keep accounts and others ne 
glect to get the required reports from the teachers. 


It is impossible for us to gain a clear knowledye of the 
working «f our school system until this fault is remedied: If 
our County Superintendents will obey the strict letter of the 
Jaw, and refuse to apportion the county fund to those dis- 
tricts which do not make a fall report of all the law requires, 
I think their w 1 be less untilled blanks in our statistical ta-. 
bles. In several of the1eportsit is not stated whether the 
money raised for school purposes was by local taxation or 
from the county fund. 


To gather information suf cient to enable me to make even 
an approximate report, bas occasioned great annoyance and 
delay. 
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The following statistics are as accurate as I can make un- 
der existingcircumstanees: 


SUMMARY OF STATISTICS. e 
Number of children reported over 5 and under 21 years 


of age........ E E EOE dee eden wl E eas 9,592 
Number of male children reported over 5 and under 21 

years of AB ARRE 4,811 
Number of female children reported over 5 and under 21 

VEREIS OF ADO lA vs... 4,718 
Number of children enrolled in school................. 4,184 
Number not enrolled in school..............o.ooooooo.. 4,808 
Number of school houses as far as reported........... 208 
Number of teachers employed.............. aa re 257 
Number of male teachers employed...........ooooo... 84 
Number of female teachers employed................. 173 
Number of organized districtS...........0oooommo oo. 327 

REVENUES. 

Amount received from county aX a $13,026 40 
Amount received from district tax..... alado 19,396 39 
Total amount raised for school purposes........... 32,422 79 
Total amount expended for school purposes ...... 32,804 29 
Total amount of school property reported.......... 32,978 52 


It is probable that not over two thirds of the of amount 
school property is reported, as several counties which have 
good school houses gave no report of their valuation. «Only 
part reported the amount paid teachers, and a part the amount 
of cost per capita. ‘Therefore I have not attempted to give 
these items in this summary. 

By including the city of Yankton, as formerly, the total 
receipts are $52,008,08, and the total number of children en- 
rolled in school is 5410. l 

It will be seen by reference to the statistics of the schools 
in the city of Yankton, that there are 867 of legal school age 
in that city, and thát 626 are attending school. Also that 
their total receipts for school purposes are $19,585.29 ur $6.50 
to each one of the entire population of the city. In their in- 
terest in education, the citizens of Yankton show that they 
believe it is better to build school houses than jails; that it 
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is policy to confine their children and youth in the school, 
rather than leave them to be confined in prisons; that it is 
better economy to pay superintendents and teachers, than 
judges and lawyers. In point of order, civility, and moral 
elevation, this city presents a fine contrast to many of the 
cities of the West. While much credit may be due to the 
municipal authorities, more is due to the school officers. 


We have in this instance a clear, illustration of the practi- 
cal workings of our school system when thoroughly carried 
into effect by those who study the best interests of society. 


During the past two years, the number of school popula- 
tion in the Territory has increased from 7,333 to 10,459 and 
the number in school from 4,715 to 5,410, while during the 
same time the amount of receipts has increased from $32,625 
to $25,008,08. 


A large proportion of this increase of school money is in 
consequence of the much larger amount raised in the city of 
Yankton during the past year than during any previous year. 


SCHOOL LANDS. 


We hope, and considering the rapid increase of our popu- 
lation, we beHeve, the time is not far distant when the pro- 
ceeds of our public school lands will be made.available. As 
the government makes provision for two sections in each 
township to be appropriated to educational purposes, the 
friends of the cause will hail with joy the time when some 
portion of the large fund that will accrue from this source can 
be used. i 


The burden of taxation which is now necessarily heavy, 
will then be greatly lessene.l, and our school facilities will be 
greatly improved. We are laboring under serious disadvan- 
tages, when compared with the states which have a state funá 
to assist, arising from the sale of these public school lands, 
or from interest accruing from the sinking fund already ob- 
tained from such sale. 

However meagre the amount raised in the Territory for 
school purposes may seem, the per cent. on the property is 
much larger than that raised in the same way in most of the 
states. 


o 
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"GRADED SCHOOLS. 
Elk Point, Vermillion and Sioux Falls have introduced the 
graded school system, and are conducting their schools under 
the supervision of good and experienced teachers. Canton, 


Gayville, Bon Homme and Springfield are partially intro. 


ducing, and rapidly approaching the graded system. The 


comparative number of graded schools of the Territory may, 


seem small; but it must be remembered that of the threé 
hundred districts, nearly one half of them have been organ- 
ized within the past three years; and that but little had been 
done, previous to the election of my predecessor, to regulate 
and systematize the school work of this new country. -And 
yet perhaps all had been done that the interests of the cause 
required. or that could be done in the nnsettled and confused 
state of society. It is well known by those who are acquain- 
ted with pioneer life, that but little can be accomplished 
toward raising school funds, building school houses and 
bringing into order the school interests for the first two or 
three years after settlement. 
SCHOOL HOUSES AND SCHOOL FURNITURE. 

The number of school houses built during the year could 
not be ascertained from the imperfect reports which I have re- 
‘ceived Many of the district clerks are indifferent in regard 
to making full and complete reports of the state of their 
finances, school houses built, and the school furniture, etc. 

By personal inquiry and observation as I have traveled 
through several of the most populous counties, I have learn- 
ed thai more school houses have been built during the year 
than during any previvus year. The time has come when ou- 
citizens are building more substantial houses, and of better 
material than formerly. The log house of the river valleys, 
and the sod house of the prairie have given way to the more 
elegant and commodious wood or brick building. 

It is, as 1 have intimated, a matter of regret that thus far 
no reliable statistics of the number of school houses or of 


the character and value of our common school property could 


be obtained. The figures given in our report of school houses 
and school property are only approximate; but as they are 
entirely omitted in some of the reports, they must be less 
than they would be if all was reported. 
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It is hoped that special effort will be made by County Su- 
perintendents in the future to procure reliable data on these 
points in their respective counties. 


In-this connection I would urge the necessity of more at- 
tention to furnishing school houses with suitable desks, black- 
boards, maps, charts, etc. This very essential accompani- 
ment of the common schoo! work, has thus far been too much - 
neglected by our people. To whom shall we appeal to as- 
sist in creating an interest, and to urge this matter in the va- 
rious counties and districts, but to the county superintend- 
ents? They are required by law to visit all the schools 
under their charge. They must therefore know, if they do 
their duty, when there is lack and neglect in this direction; 
and as itis the duty of each superintendent to look to the 
interests of each and every school in his county, he may do 
much in giving advice and encouragement in the matter of 
furnishing school honses. Iam pleased to be able to say 
that in a few instavces attention has been given to this sub- 
ject. In visiting schools, I have noticed a marked difference 
between the scholarship and general interest of the pupils, 
when their houses were properly furnished and in order, and 
those where the patrons of the schools were careless and neg- 
ligent about those things. 


CITY SCHOOLS. 


Yankton is the only city in the Territory which works un- 
der an independent legalized Board of Education, for the 
regulation and management of their city schools. A legisla- 
tive act providing such a board was passed in January, 1875, 
and since that time the schools of the city have been under 
its management and control. Judging from personal obser- 
vation, and the report of the secretary of their board, Hon. 
William M. Bristoll, Ibelieve the capital city of Dakota 
stands second, in point of educational privileg es, to no city 
in the northwest. During the past year they have built one 
very fine school edifice, and have been constantly increasing 
their educational facilities, until few cities of our country can 
report a greater proportion of their children in their public 
schools. 
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Extracts from the report of the Secretary of the Board of 
Education, and a table showing the condition of these schools 
is here appended., By this statistical summary we see the 
very rapid growth of the city, and an interest in educational 
matters on the part of her citizens which is in the highest 
degree commendable. The Secretary of the Board in his re- 
port, speaks as follows: 


CONTRASTS. 


“You found (in 1875) four schools. and you have been 
obliged to increase the number to eight. l 

You found one school-house and one leased church base- 
ment. The former you re-floored, fenced and provided with a 
much needed plank walk. The latter you soon gave up as an 
unhealthy and totally unfit place fur school purpuses. You 
have built one new two-room brick school-house during the 
year and at the close of the year occupied three leased build- 
ings or, in all, five school-houses, containing eight school 
rooms. 

You found insufficient furniture and that of a primitive 


type. You have purchased modern school furniture of ap- ~~ 


proved style and provided all the pupils, unless I except 
those in attendance on the First Linn St. Primary for whom 
you are devising liberal things, with school comforts that 
compare well with the best anywhere. i 

You found no apparatus and but one book of reference, a’ 
lone copy of Webster’s Unabridged. You have made a begin- 
ning in supplying the deficiency by expending more than 
seventy dollars for dictionaries, encyclopedia and general 
atlas. 

The services of the four teachers employed by School Dis- 
trict No. 1 cost, without supervision, two hundred and ten 
dollars per school month. The nine teachers, including su- 
- perintendent, constituting your present corps of teachers, cost 
the city three hundred and thirty-three 33-100 dollars per 
school month, an increase of but little more than one-third in 
the expense for more than double the number of workers. 
Sometimes such a contrast in the history of a system of 
schools indicates a poorer cconomy than an opposite contrast. 
It is, however, believed, in the present case, that the quality 


22 “SUPERINTENDENT OF 


of the teaching in your schools will compare favorably with 
that that was done in Yankton's Public Schools at an earlier 
day. 


=- 


You found a greatly embarrassed treasury with its gross 
assets much below its liabilities and its promises to pay dis- 
honored and without cash value. You soon gathered in and 
paid every outstanding claim one hundred cents on the dol- 
lar and long since made school warrants worth their face to 
every holder. To accomplish these results you laid a tax of 
ten mills, called oppressive by some at the time but since re- 
garded by all as wise, and, for the ensuing year, you have been 
enabled to reduce the school tax twenty-five per cent. Your 
bonded indebtedness is reasonably small and so much the 
object of your care and solicitude that the holders of your 
bonds are among the happiest of bondholders, receiving their 
interest promptly and regularly and feeling so easy with ref- 
erence to the principal that they would gladly invest more of 
their capital in a new issue of school bonds. This happily 
is nnnecessary. 


_ You have held more than forty meetings to devise methods, 
the best possible under all the circumstances, for the improve- 
ment of the schools. Harmony has marked all your acts and 
a gratifying degree of success attended your efforts.” 


NEW SCHOOL-E OUSE. 


** The tablet at the front gable of the new brick school-house 
on Pine St., between Fifth and Sixth, is inscribed: “Webster 
School, 1875.” That building may be considered a monu- 
ment of educational progress in Yankton during the past 
year ” 


“The building is seated with the double Victor Folding 
Desk and seat, and will accommodate one hundred and twen- 
ty-four pupils. sixty-four in the south or first primary room ` 
and sixty in the north or second primary room. 


A plain front fence, tight board fences on the rear line and 
between the back yards, and substantial plank walks to each 
front entrance and thenee to the out houses were completed 
m July. i 


r 


PUCLIC INSTRUCTION. 93 


The entire cost has ben as follows: 


SY o. .ooooococcanorrcrorr rr $ 825 00 
SUPVEY,. ee cece eee eee eee ees naar cee 4 50 
Supervising Architect,......... Lecce cece ee ee ee eens 50 00 
Excavation, ........... o 371 45 
Carpenter work and material, (including hardware 
and Paldting,).......«.<oooooocooocommmamm.s.s 1,853 15 
Mason work and material,.......... o 2 1052 25 
Gutters and conductors,........ o 28 80 
Furniture (except stoves),....... 0.0.0.2... ee eee ee eee 409 10 
Fences, walks, and grading grounds,.............. 197 04 
Sundries,.... 0... cee ee eee eee ete eee eee 3 00 
Total,.... nano ro . 5,460 29 


“The erection of Webster School looks to the construction 
of another similar building for the primary schools of the 
western districts in due time. Three lots on the northwest 
corner of Locust and Sixth Sts. have already been secured as 
a proper site. It is contemplated, later, to make provision 
for the higher grades in a larger central building, in which 
also, room for primary pupils living in the center can be pro- 
vided or a separate central primary school-house can be built 
when the size of the city shall warrant it.” 


“Tn concluding this report, I present, at the risk of some 
repetitions, the facts with reference to our city school system 
for 1875-6, according to the form approved and recommended 
by the National Bureau of Education, a form that, uniformly 
followed, makes the comparative study of school systems. 
possible and profitable;” 


AS 
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1. Name of city, Yankton. 2. Territory, Dakota 
B2 Total population, according to ceusus of 3870. > ceemareee—- cee eee aspas Seema rra oros rro ooo dd 787 
Estimated present populati0N,.s..oonoosorrooosusos.. con. eran». .....» 3,060 


4. Legal school age, between five and twenty-five years. 
: Tae 6, YEME DUT ete ATT 
a etween 6 and 16, five hundred and fifty-seven. 
5. Number of sehocl population, > Over 16, two hundred and thirty-six. 
Tota! No. legal school age, eight hundred and sixty seven- 

5. Whole” number of different { Under 6, fifty-three. 

children enrolled in “public } Between 6 and 16, five handred and ten. 

schools, excluding duplicate } Over 16, sixty-three. 

enroliments............+++..+. ( Total, six hundred and twenty-six. - 
le Number of school days in the year, one hundred and eighty-seven 
8. Number of days the schools were taught, one hundred and eighty-tive. 

f Grounds or sites, $1,650. : 

9. Estimated real value of property ) Buildings, $5.150, (owned), $6,550, (leased,) $11,700. 

used for school purposes...... .. ) Furniture, $2,000. 

Apparatus, $5 


. y Estimat d cash value af, sse eseo sedeadaa .$1,399,500 
10. Taxable property,» .. .- Sa Jj assesse i valuation of... EEE eee ccceeeees. 913,000 
7 . ills per dollar of cash value,........... esros sses% 
2. Tax for schoo? purposes... ee Mills per dollar of assessed value,.... seno... see JO 
ze (2 (2 | | 
> = rom = oO a Kel 
¡DIFE Belin S 
Sem c'zSPipsim . 5. 
: ‘ZeziSe =e (82 EEA 
SEES geg FS 
See Fal 23/3288 
. i Se asian 2,23% 
ER | 
RAE zg 
BETES si@s|2 of 
2 IN ARCE ESC 
12, Number of school rooms in which pupils are seated for doth! ; H | i 
study and recitation, under charge of one teacher,........... A ' 2j ; 
#3 Number of school rooms in charge of two teachers, one con-: : { f 
ducting recitations in an adjoining recitation Yroom,.-....... | ; i $1 9:0 
14 Number of rooms used for recitation only....... ..ooocooomcroc; : a i 
25. Number of diffeient school buildings not eounting more than; : H i 
one upon a single lot, unless they be used for different classes; : i 
of schools, as for grammar and for high, and normal, ete., ....| 4: 2 i 1| Ti 
16. Number of sittings for study, .......-.2-ee00- - eae se 272 1110 : 60 ¡412 : 0 
i ‘ : 1 t 
17. Number of teachers Jure 1, 1876,ineluding principale -r$ Fy Bi 2) 1 F i o 
+ Bb. Š ¢ J: 
M. : ae i 
48. Average number of teachers employed,.. q Fj 4: 211 : 
T 4* 2: 2] $; 
-| i ; 313 : 
9. Number of pupils, na ..o.o.o. Coe norrrisrrnodrrro.o dE ; R En : 
; Average daily atten?ance,...oooooor....[ 187 È 99 ¡42 [319 ; 
20. Average daily attendance per teacher, excluding principal, (nó i i i 
special teaChers),....ccceecocccescesdescceverttecnscersees sees 5 : 45 142 ] 
RECEIPTS: z 
21. Amount received from School Fund, .. $1,636.47 
22. Amount received { District (old),........ -425.28 
from taxation,.. | City,......6....... -7,879.84—8,305 07 
23. Amount realized from sale of bonds,.. 9,125.00 
» aut po! 
24, Amount received from tuition fees,.... 15.00 
25. Amount received from all other sources, 503.75 


A A eaters meee, 


Total receipts,........ Fie a Neh iat Deltona ETT E 819,585.29 


e 


na 
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EXPENDITURES. 


{ For sites and buildings, $3,844.65 
| Furnit’?e and apparatus, 677.77 
| Library of text books 
for teachers and indi- 
gent students and for 
books of reference, 
(teachers'record books 


26. Permanent, + 


| | included)... ........ 164.31—6,686.73 
27. Payment of j Bonds (including int.), $2,702.82 
indebtedness, | Floating ‘ be 2,423.37—5, 126. 19 


ame Cost of supervision,....... $ 250.00 
28. Tuition, j Amount paid for teaching, . 2,814.12—8, 064. 12 
[ Sec'y of the board,. . «$200. 00 


Páy of janitor, .... 441.67 

Ra AAN 948.25 

29. Incidental or con- J Rel ura nereta 878 15 
tingent expenses, | Insur ANCE, sear TCRA 102.00 


| Repairs, ........... 130.95 
Al other supplies 


L and current exp',. 310.49—2,321.11 


Total expenditures,.... 0... 0.0. eee ce ee eee eee $17,198.15 
Balance on hand September ¡eo AAA 2,387.14 
(Supervision and instruction basedon ` 

| average daily attendauce......... $9.60 

30, Av. expenses | Incidental or contingent expenses 

per capita,.. | (29) based on av. daily attendance, 7.28 

16.88 
31. Annual salaries of school officers and teachers. 
*Of city superintendent, principal and assistant of 

High. School essa ies EA O ER $1,000.00 


Of teachers in primary schools no Maximum, Minimum, 
class of which has completed the | Female, 332.50 285.00 
Average 


f 
| 
fourth year’s course of study,... i 308 aE 
| 
L 


Of teachersin grammar ala the 
lowest class of which has complet- 
ed the fourth years’ course, .. +. 


Maximum, Minimum, 


Female, 427.50 380.00 


Average, 


403.75. 


WILLIAM M. BRISTOLL, 


i Secretary. 


*The Secretary of the Board is ex-officio Clty Superintendent and at presentis aiso acting 
Principal of the High School, ee his own assistant without additional expense to the 
city. is total annual salary i is $1200 
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SCHOOL LAWS. 


The School Law, though defective in some respects, was 
greatly improved in its modification by the legislature of 
1875. 


While [recommend such changes as I deem necessary, that 
the law may meet the present requirements of our school in- 
terests, it shovld be uaderstood, that recommendations to 
change the law do not necessarily imply that the law was 
bad, but in many instances, and especially in new countries, 
that change of circumstances creates new demands, and re- 
quires new laws or change in old ones. 

That particular part of the school act which seems most 
defective, and from an application of which arises the most 
trouble, is Sec. 10, which relates to the division and subdivis- 
ion of districts. Many appeals from the decision of County 
Superintendents have been made, and much trouble occasion- 
ed by different interpretations put upon said section. 

To obviate this difficulty, I would recommend that our leg- 
islature so amend the section referred to, as to leave the mat- 
ter of defining district boundaries to the County Superintend- 
ent, subject to appeal, in case of dissatisfaction, to the Terri- 
torial Superintendent. This may be objected to on the 
ground that it would confer too much power, or places too 
great responsibility on the Superintendent. Bat, I answer, 
it would confer no additional authority, only to divide with- 
out petition, and to define the district boundaries, which are 
now defined in the petition to divide. The objectional clause 
now reads: ‘It shall be the duty of the County Superinten- 
dentof Schools,in addition to other duties required of him, to 
divide his county into school districts, and subdivide the 
same when petitioned by a majority of the citizens thereof 
wishing to be set off in a new district.” 

It would be better I think to read: “ To divide his county 
into districts and to subdivide the same when in his judg- 
ment the interests of the cause of education demand a divis- 
ion.” 

From the clashing of individual interests, occasioned by 
petitions on this subject, has arisen remonstrance after re- 
monstrance, and appeal after appeal. I doubt not that the 


— 
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wisdom of our coming legislature will be brought to bear in 
making such amendments as will result in removing the diff- 
culty to which I have referred. 


I would also recommend the appropriation of a large fund 
for the purpose of holding a Normal Institute in place of the 
Teachers’ Institute now required to be held. The present law 
limits the length of time of holding the Institute to ten days, 
and makes an appropriation for this purpose of one hundred 
dollars. 


“The County Supeirntendents are required to be present and 
aid in the Institute work. The time of holding it is so brief 
that little can be done for the benefit of teachers. The time 
is mostly devoted to discussing topics of vital importance in 
connection with the educational work of our territory. But 
in practical drill and training of teachers but little can be 
done. Thelack of good teachers we lamentably feel. We 
now have no school for improving their condition. The re- 
sult is, comparatively few of them are well qualified for their 
responsible work. It is impossible to improve the condition 
of our schools and raise the standard of education without 
good teachers; and the salary usually paid on the frontier is 
not sufficient to enable or induce them to go abroad for prep- 
aration. ` 

If our legislature would appropriate three hundred dollars 
more, an Institute of six or eight weeks in length might be 
held, and a great work accomplished in the preparation of 
those who hold the destinies of our land and nation in their 
hands, by their control of the rising generation. 

Thus would be laid the foundation of a future state Nor- 
mal school which the rapid development of our Territory will 
soon require. : 


Those states that have introduced the Normal system, and 
require their teachers to thoroughly prepare before attemp- 
ting to teach, are taking the lead in education and are doing 
most te raise the standard and advance the interests of so- 
ciety. : 

Four hundred dollars would be sufficient with which to em- 
ploy competent teachers in such an Institute, and defray all 
expenses except the board of students, which would of course 
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be a personal matter. If in the wisdom of our legislature it 
is not thought advisable to make such appropriation, then I 
would recommend that each teacher be required to pay one 
dollar before obtaining his certificate, which shall be put 
into a general fund for the purpose of defraying the expen- 
ses of such Institute. Iowa,andI think some other states, 
have introduced this plan for the purpose of defraying expen- 
ses of county Institutes, and reports show that it works well. 
Each teacher has all the advantages of the Institute, and 
though not absolutely required to attend, he is ie re- 
commended to do so. 


In concluding my report, I have only to say I feel that 
much progress, during the past year, has been made in the 
public schools. The County Superintendents who comprise 
some of the best men of the Territory, have manifested a 
commendable devotion to the cause of primary education; 
and some of them a determination to do their duty in the 
face of fierce opposition. 


_From them I have received support and valuable assistance 
in the discharge of my duties. 


To your Excellency, to the Deputy Superintendent, Geo. 
A. Strout, of Fargo, and the Press of the Territory, I am 
in no small measure indebted for the cheerful and un- 
hesitating aid and influence given to the great cause upon 
which rests the direct hopes of humanity, and from which is 
destined to flow a large share of the future grandeur, pros- 
perity and progress of our beloved Territory. 


Among those to whom a!l the friends of education are in- 
debted for valuable service rendered in conducting our Insti- 
tutes I would mention the names of Governor John L. Pen- 
nington; Judge Bennett, Judge Shannon, Hon. W. H. H. Bea- 
dle, Rev. Joseph Ward, Rev. Stewart Sheldon, Rev. V. B. 
Conklin, Rev. E. H. Hurlbutt, Prof. Wm. M. Bristoll, Attor- 
ney Wm. Pound, Rev. J. N: McLony, Nathan Ford, 
Robins, E. A. Sherman and the Superintendent elect, W. E. 
Caton. 


J. J. MCINTIRE. 
Territorial Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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TEACHERS INSTITUTE. 


The annual Institute was held at Vermillion on the 21st, 224, 
23d and 24th of Nov, Notwithstanding the inclemency of 
the weather at the time of opening the Institute, it was the 
best attended ever held in the Territory. As the minutes of 
its proceedings, which we think proper to append to this re- 
port, show, the Institute was ably conducted by Prof. N. E. 
Goldthwaite of Boone, Iowa; and that the topics discussed lie 
at the basis of educational progress. It is much to be re- 
gretted that the time of h»lding the Institute is so short that 
teachers who live at a great distance do not feel that it will 
“pay” to attend. Butas I have expressed my views quite 
extendedly on this question iv remarks on the law, and still 
more so in my address, found in this report, I will only add, 
I believe the great object of this Institute is not reached, 
neither will be, until more time is given to it. It cannot be 
expected that teachers who live a hundred miles distant, 
which will require five or six days of expensive travel to go 
to and from the Institute, will attend for four or six days ex- 
ercises which is all the time that can be given by the means 
provided; andespecially so when we consider that much of 
the time is spent in discussions by the superintendents. 
Though such discussions are important, and of great neces- 
sity in the attainment of proficiency,our teachers need prac- 
_ tical training; and when they can feel themselves remunerated 

for time and expenses, I believe they will more generally at- 
tend. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE INSTITUTE. 
VERMILLION, Tuesday Morning, Nov. 21. 


The operiing exerciscs of the Territorial Teachers’ Institute 
were postponed this morning to 3 o’clock p. m., to await the 
arrival of teachers and superintendents from the different 
counties who had been delayed by the storm. 

Institute called to order at 3 o’clock by Superintendent J. 
J. McIntire, who was elected president. 

T. J. Sloan, of Vermillion, was elected vice president. 

E. A. Sherman, of Sioux Falls, elected secretary. 

Rev. J. N. McLony, of Vermillion, elected chaplain. 
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A committee on resolntions was appointed, consisting of 
Rev. V. B. Conklin, S. Daball and E. A, Sherman. 

Rev. J. J. McIntire, in taking the chair, made a few appro- 
priate remarks on the prevailing habit of teachers in using 
bad grammar before their pupils, which he illustrated by 
quoting a few sentences in common use, and showing their 
incorrectness, such as “I seen it,” “I done it,” "he has went,” 
etc. He followed these remarks by explaining his method 
of teaching grammar to new beginners, using the teachers 
present as a class, giving au interesting exercise of thirty 
minutes. 

It was announced that Prof. N. E. Goldthwaite, of Boone, 
lowa, was expected on the evening train and would take 
charge of the Institute during the week. 

The exercises during the day sessions of the week, will con. 
sist chiefly of drill work in the different branches of study, 
for the benefit of teachers, and will be held in the school 
house. 

The evenings will be devoted to addresses, Jectures, etc., in 
the hall. 

VERMILLION, Wednesday, Nov. 22. 


Institute called to order by J. J. McIntire. 

Prof. N. E. Goldthwaite, of Boone, lowa, was introduced 
to the audience and took charge of the'exercises. 

Scripture reading by Prof. Goldthwaite. 

Prayer by Rev. J . J. McIntire. 

Introductory remarks by Prof. Goldthwaite, followed by a 
discussion of the subject of “Normal Institutes.” The subject 
was introduced by Prof. Goldthwaite, who gave a brief out- 
line of the establishment of Normal Institutes in lowa and 
Wisconsin. W. E. Caton, of Elk Point, followed in the dis- 
cussion, showing the advantages to be secured in the estab- 
lishment of Normal or County Institutes. Hegave some facts 
from his own experience, in support of such institutions, and 
advocated the subject warmly. He stated that during his 
coming term of office as territorial superintendent he should 
devote a great part of his time in endeavoring to establish 
Teachers” Institutes in different counties throughout the Terri- 
tory. 

Prof. Goldthwaite inquired if any legislation was needed to: 
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farther the enterprise. Rev. J. J. McIntire stated that he had 
given the subject much study and should present his views to 
the people in an address on Friday evening. Rev. V.B. 
Conklin made a iew remarks, advocating the principles of 
such institutions, but counseled prudence and moderation in 
incurring further expenses to the people of the Territory in 
these depressed times. He stated that we were at present 
“creatures of want;” when our material wants were better sup- 
plied, we would be in better condition to attend to the educa- 
tional wants. Mr. McIntire suggested | that the expression 
‘creatures of want,” might be changed to “‘creatures of taste,” 
and gaveit as his opinion that more money was expended in 
many localities in the use of tobacco alone, even in grasshop- 
per times, than in the support of schools. 

After a recess of ten minutes, Prof. Goldthwaite gave an in- 
teresting exercise in reading which -occupied the remainder 
of the morning session. 

The first exercise was the discussion of the subject of ““Ex- 
amination of Teachers,” opened by W. E. Caton, followed by 
E. A. Sherman, V. B. Conklin, McIntire and others. 


Recess of ten minutes. 

The subject next in order was, “What Branches Should be 
Taught in the Common Schools.” 

Discussion opened by V. B. Conklin. who recommended 
the study of physiology in addition to those at present pre- 
scribed by law. ; 

J. M. Taggart, of Nebraska, was present, and made a few 
interesting remarks on the subject. 

Mr. Gilbert, of Meckling, spoke of the prevailing lack of 
knowledge among the people on the laws of “Civil Govern- 
ment.” He advocates warmly the study of the science in our 
schools, and recommended that a familiarity with the subject 
be made a part of the qualifications required of an applicant 
for a certificate to teach. 

Prof. Goldthwaite followed in a few remarks, recommend- 
ing exercise in physiology for a few minutes each day, in 
which the whole school should.take part. 

Rev. Mr. McIntire suggested ‘‘Moral Training,” not to be 
classed as “Religious Culture,” but the imparting of whole- 
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some truths, such as the use of proper language, regard for 
truth, etc. z 

Prof. Goldthwaite E in furtherance of the idea ad- 
vanced by Mr. McIntire, that text books qn moral culture be 
used in the schools, and recommended “Gow’s Moral Les- 
sons,” or “Cowdrey’s Moral Lessons,” which had been gotten 
up for this special purpose, were purely unsectarian, and 
could be obtained of any book-seller. 2 

Intermission of 10 minutes. 

T. J. Sloan was elected assistant secretary and proceeded to 
enroll the names of all present. 

The subject of “subdivision of districts” was next in 
order. Opened by S. Daboll, followed by J.J. McIntire, E. A, 
Sherman'and S. V. Conklin. The experience of the different 
superintendents on this point was given and all agreed that 
the law on the subject was defective. The committee.on reso- 
lutions was instructed to shape such alterations as they 
thought should be made in the law, and see that the matter 
was properly brought before the legislature. The discussion 
of this subject cccupied the remainder of the session. 

The evening exercises were held at the hall in the lower vil- 
lage, and the printed programme carried out in full. 

M. Robbins, Esg., in a few appropriate remarks, cordially 
welcomed the members of the Institute to Vermillion. Rev. 
H. Hurlbutt followed in response, and complimented the peo- 
pole of Vermillion on their hospitality and the hearty recep- 
tion they had given to teachers and superintendents. 

Rev. Conklin gave a short, well expressed essay on educa- 
tion. 

Prof. N. E. Goldthwaite gave a lecture on the ‘‘ manage- 
ment of schools.” He made the importance of establishing 
correct laws by the legislature, both as to organization of 
distriets and government of schools. He pointed with pride 
to the laws of bis native state, Massachusetts, as they were 
early established, and the good results that followed. 


Rev. McIntire closed the evening’s entertainment with an 
earnest appeal to teachers to be active in the cause of educa- 


tion. 
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VERMILLION, Thursday, Nov. 23. 


The exercises opened with the singing of the Lor Us prayer 

_ by the members of the Institute, Miss Dora Stewart presiding 

at the organ; followed by prayer by Rev. V. B. Conklin. 
Roll-call by the assistant secretary. 

Critics report by E. H. Hurlbutt. 

Opening of the. query box and answering questions en- 
' dorsed. The question “to what extent is a teacher responsi- 
ble for the conduct of his pupils to and from school,” excited 
an animated discussion. Opinions seemed to .liffer on the 
subject and the question was not fully or satisfactorily de- 
cided. 

. Exercise in mental arithmetic conducted by N. E, Gold. 
thwaite, occupying forty minutes. 

Intermission, during which the young ladies executed. some 
excellent singing. 

Following intermission, the committee appointed to exam- 
ine the black-board exercises in arithmetic, reported as fol- 
lows: *“ For neatness, conciseness and clearness, the commit- 

tee decided in favor of W. H. Lyon. For method of showing 
the operation performed, to Miss Flora A. Daboll.” 

The remainder of the morning hour was occupied in the 
discussion of the subject of “school government.” The ex- 
perience of several teachers, including McIntire, Henry Gold- 
thwaite and Caton, was given, showing that different methods 
had worked successfully in different schools and in the treat- 
ment of different subjects. Firmness and kindness were 
urged above all other methods, and the importance shown of 
the teacher in all cases keeping under control his own temper. 

_ Discussion postponed to the afternoon session. 


- AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Exercises opened with roll call, followed with singing by 
the young ladies present. 

The discussion of the subject of * School Government,” was 
again taken up and concluded by L. D. Henry. 

The next thing in order was a lesson in ‘‘ Penmanship,” 
conducted by T. J. Sloan, principal of the high school in 
- Vermillion, Mr. Sloan is a master of the art, and explained 
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his method of teaching writing by a black-board exercise of 
thirty minutes. 

Prof. Goldthwaite followed with an exercise in “ Gram- 
mar,” and gave his methods of teaching the science. He re- 
commended that grammar should not be taught to scholars 
below the fourth reader. 

J. C- Boyles followed, and spoke strongly in-favor of dia- 
grams as a help in analysis. l , 

J. J. McIntire explained his system of diagraming, which 
he claimed was superior to that in common use. 

Mr. Caton presented his method of teaching grammar. He 
differed with others in his method of teaching the science, by 
beginning with synthesis, or construction of sentences, rather 
than with analysis. . - 

Recess 15 minutes. 

After recess, Miss Daboll illustrated her method of teaching 
geography, which consisted in taking the subject by topics. 
Miss. D. entered into the suhject with considerable interest, 
and presented her ideas with force and elegance, showing a 
thorough knowledge of the subject under discussion. 

Mr. Goldthwaite and others followed, each presented his 
particular plan, which was well sustained. 

Mr. Caton gave an interesting exercise in addition, of num- 
bers consisting of two, three, four or more columns, by a new 
method. 

T. J. Sloan illustrated his method of teaching “Cube Roof 
without the aid of Cubical Blocks.” This was performed by 
the use of diagrams on the black-board. 

The exercises closed by singing “ America,” by the au- 
dience. 


_ EVENING EXERCISES, 7 P. M. 


The exercises opened with an address by Wm. Pound, of 
Yankton. Subject, “The Cheerful Worker.” A very appro- 
priate subject; so helpful in the teachers work, when cheer- 
fullness is so indispensible not only to lighten his burdens, 
but as a characteristic, which he should impart to every pu- 
pil, as a part of the character which that pupil should bear, 
whatever the sphere in which the developed man is to serve 
his race. 


— 
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Next, select reading by E. A. Sherman, was executed with 
remarkable skill. The selection was a peculiarly attractive 
one. 


“Teaching Politics in School.” by N. Ford, with the judi- 
cious caution recommended by the essayist, with regard to 
the literal sense of the word, “Politics.” Science of govern- 
ment seems a timely and desirable innovation. Judicious 
but earnest stress was also placed upon this same need, by 
the author of the exceedingly timely address that followed. 

“The Teachers we Need,” by Rev. J. N. McLony, which 
we commend to the careful perusal of every teacher and pa- 
rent, as itis to be published. We thought it remarkable 
that the entire exercises were so appropriate to the end we 
wished to gain. 


VERMILLION, Friday Morning, Nov. 24. 


The morning exercises opened with a prayer from the chap- 
lain followed by roll call. Members all present 

Singing by the ladies present. Miss A. Stewart officiating 
at the organ. Then came the critics reports of yesterday’s 
proceedings, with critics criticised. 

Next in order of the programme. was a continuation of 
the discussion of “school law,” opened by Prof. Goldthwaite 
followed by Supt. McIntire and others. 

Next followed the report of the committee on resolutions, 
which were discussed and adopted singly. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


First, Resolved, The increasing demand for qualified teach- 
ers in our territory, bespeaks an increase of interest on the 
part of all occupying official relations in respect to the cause of 
education therein. 

Second, Amongthe agencies to awaken the desired inter- 
est among educators and the friends of education, and to 
bring teachers up to the due appreciation of the dignity and 
importance. of their calling, Teachers Institutes are second 
to none. l 

Third, Thatin addition to the Territorial Institute, county 
Institutes should be annually held when practicable, and that 
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to encourage and aid in the conduct of such Institute, some 
modifications of the present school law are now necessary. 

Fourth, To secure such legislation as above referred to, 
we recommend the appointment of a committee of three to 
confer with the Territerial Superintendent elect, to suggest 
and place before our legislature such amendments to the pre- 
sent school law, as will secure the desired improvement. 

Fifth, That all the papers read before the Institute during 
this session, are recognized as of high order and great merit; 
and that the one entitled ‘‘The Teacher We Need,” read by 
Rev. J. McLony, from its appropriateness and applicability 
to the educational work, we commend its publication in the 
most widely circulated journal of the Territory. 

Sixth, That the Institute now in session, from the manner 
of its conduct, the ability and interest manifest, warrants us 
in pronouncing it a success; and that our Territorial Superin- 
tendent, and Prof. N. E. Goldthwaite, who has served us so 
“acceptably as conductor of this occasion, merit and deserve 
our approbation and esteem. 

Seventh, Thatto the people of Vermillion who have so 
kindly and sumptuously entertained us at their houses, and 
given us the gratuitous use of their school room and public 
hall, we do hereby extend our most sincere and very hearty 
thanks. 

V. B. CONKLIN, 
Chairman of Committee. 


According to the provision of the 4th resolution, the presi- 
dent appointed the following gentlemen as such committee: 
Messrs. Conklin, of Lincoln; Ford of Yankton, and Bridge- 
man of Clay. 

Next followed the discussion of questions from the “query 
box;” which brought out many valuable hints and sugges- 
tions from many of the superintendents and teachers pre- 
sent. 

Recess 15 minutes. 

A spelling exercise next in order, conducted by Prof. Gold- 
thwaite. This was very interesting and instructive; the meth- 
od presented being full and comprehensive. 

After this the subject “Political Economy” was ably dis- 
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cussed by Prof. Goldthwaite followed by Messrs. Ford, McIn- 
tire, Caton, Robins'and others. Many suggestions were giv- 


en which might be applied, with benefit, to school govern- 


ment. 
A spelling exercise conducted by Mr. McIntire followed, in 
which Mr. Lyon carried off the palm. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Roll call—Members all present. 

Singing by the ladies present. 

-Exercises commenced by a five-minutes explication of the 
subject, “Cabinet Ufficers'” Mr. Gilbert gave a clear and con- 
„cise explanation of the duties of the respective officers of the 
President’s cabinet, and many facts connected with said cab 
inet, not universally understood. 

The best methods of computing interest were next discuss- 
ed. ‘Ihe six per cent method was fully illustrated by Prof. 
Goldthwaite. Mr. G. thought the use of prepared tables was 
the most expeditious mede of computing interest, and espe- 
cially adapted for éhe use of business men. 

Mi. McIntire explained his method which he considered su- 
perior to any other. 

K. W. Robins, author of “Cause and Effect as applied to 
Mathematics,” was called upon for an explanation of his 
manner of computing interest. Mr. R. briefiy stated the 
foundation upon which he makes his calculations; and, from 
the blackboard, clearly demonstrated the utility of his 
method. 

Map drawing was thenintroduced. Mr. Goldthwaite gave 
his plan, the principles of which he proved to be applicable 
to all text books on geography. 

The manner of presenting the subject to beginners as well 
as advanced pupils, was discussed by the teachers present, 
and many valuable suggestions were given. 

“Gender of Nouns” was brought before the. teachers in a 


very clear and comprehensive explanation, by W. E. Caton. — 


He held the opinion that everything in nature has gender; 

and maintained his opinion by timely illustrations. Then fol- 

lowed analysis of sentences and explanation by diagrams. 
Recess 15 minutes. 
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An exercise in “Waking Up the Mind,” consisting in rapid 
addition and subtraction, followed by analysis of examples 
and an illustration of the method of extracting the root of 
any power, was given by Prof. Golthwaite. 

A short exercise in orthography and the answering of 
questions from the “query box,” by the President of the In: 
stitute, occupied the remainder of the afternoon. 

The reading of the critic’s report and a prayer by the chap. 
lain completed the exercises of the day. ` 


EVENING EXERCISES, 7 P. M. 


Opened by Mr. McIntire, according to printed programme. 
His subject—Uses and Abuses—of the free school system, ` 
_was treated with the ease and eloquence for which the speak- 
er is noted. 

Mr. McIntire was succeeded by Judge Bennett of Vermil- 
lion, who delivered the subject “Professional Life and Labor,” 
confirming his well Known talent and intellectual capacity. 

The exercises of the Institute ended wi¿h a few remarks 
from the President of the Institute, thanking the people of 
Vermillion for their kindness, hospitality and interest taken 
in the success of the Institvte. 

E. A. SHERMAN, Secretary 
T. J. Stoan, Asst. Secretary. 


REPORTS 0F COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS, 


Re 


; ARMSTRONG COUNTY. 
Hon. J. J. MCINTIRE, j 
Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Sir:—Onr school population is so small, and our school 
facilities and advantages so limited that we can do but little 
as yet toward creating system and order. We are, however, 
trying to bring the scattered and discordant elements togeth- 
er and put them into working order. We have succeeded in 


arranging matters so as to give schoo! privileges to most of 
our settlers. 


Number of children between 5 and 21 years of age,.... 56 
Number of male children, ...........0 0.2... cece ee eee 31 
Number of female children,...........: ee o ad 25 
Number in public schools, .........ooooooooommooooo... 33 
Number of schools taught,.........oooooooomomomm... 2 
Number of male teachers,........coooomoommmmm.o.... 1 
Number of female teachers,.... 2... 0... 0 cece cc eee es 1 
Number of organized districtS,.......oooooooomooo»..... 3 
Number of school-houses,.........ooooooooooooroooo.. 1 
Amount raised by tax,....... AE oa $60 00 
Amount expended for school purposes,............... 60 00 


- Respectfully submitted, 
: C. W. LENHART, 
Superintendent of Schools. 
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BURLEIGH COUNTY. 
Hon. J. J. MCINTIRE; 
Superintendent of Public Tamen. D: T. 
SIr:—I have the honor to submit the following report of 
educational matters in Burleigh Cana and the unorganized 
counties attached to it: 


Number of organized districtS.....c.00o..coo..c.. pi j 
Number of children between the ages of 5 and 21.. 105 
Number of teachers employed..... pee as ee eee 1 
Time Of cebolla a newks ke 3 months. 
Text books nsed, those established by ani: i 
Amount of money raised and seca for educational 
DUTOS CS ais a eee edn ees + «$300 00 


School Board:—Col. Wm. AEA director: Josiah 
Delamater, Clerk; John M. Fisher, Treasurer. 

Owing to the failure of the late school authorities of this 
county to keep a record of their expenditures, as required by 
Jaw, or render reports as required by the school law, 1 am 
unable to make this report as explicit as could be desired. 

Our pecple, however, are now fully awake to the importance 
of the school interest, and I am confident there will be no 
further neglect to chroniele. 

The Superintendent of this county, though not required by 
law, has given an interesting sketch of school matters eon- 
nected with the Military Posts anu Indian Agencies of that 
part of the Territory, which I append herein connection with 
her report. 

She says; “ I have collected some information and statis- 
tics in regard to schools at the Military Posts and Indian 
Agencies in adjacent counties. 

Although these schools cannot property be considered a 
part of the school system of Dakota, yet they are of import- 
ance, since most of them undoubtedly form the nucleus of 
free schools in the future. 

Through the courtesy of Gen. W. B. Hazen, commanding 
Ft. Buford, Buffalo county, Col. L. Hustan, commanding Ft. 
Stevenson, Stevenson county, and Capt. J. Humbert, com- 
manding Ft. Rice, Morton county, I am enabled to present 
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the following relative to the Post schools at their respective 
poste. 

At Ft. Buford a school has been taught dui ing the year, by 
an enlisted man of the 6th Infantry, with an average attend- 
ance of 27 pupils. Like everything at this Post, this school 
is a model of excellence. 

At Ft. Stevenson a school is held during the winter months, 
the instiuctor being likewise an enlisted man of the 6th In- 
fantry. 

At Ft. Rice there are 18 children who receive instruction at 
the Post school. i 

These Soldiers’ Schools are supported chiefly by appropri- 
ations from the Post fund, and partly by private contribu- 
tions. They are free to the children of officers and enlisted 
men, and of citizens residing at the Post, and are in the high- 
est degree creditable to the military service. 

To Gen. W. P. Carlin, commanding Post, Standing Rock, 
and Judge Courtney, Ft. Berthold, I am indebted for full re- 
ports of the Indian schools at their respective agencies, which 
will be found interesting, not only tothe friends of education, 
but to the public generally. 


The Ft. Berthold school was established in 1873 un der the 
auspices of the American Missionary Society. It is support- 
ed by the government and has an average attendance of 15 
girls and 10 boys. No adults attend. Instruction is given in 
the English language in spelling, reading and writing. The 
children are intelligent and learn readily. This school is 
under the charge of a lady teacher who spéaks the Sioux lan- 
guage fluently. 

At Standing Rock there is an interesting schvol taught, 
likewise by a most excellent lady. It has an average attend. 
ance of eleven pupils. This school is also supported by the 
government, and is under the supervision of the Catholic 
church. 

Indeed, I believe that at both these agencies an earnest 
effort is being made to promote the cause of education, and 
to elevate the Indian. | 

Certainly it is a guarantee of better educational advantages 
or at least a surety of fewer promises and better faith on the 
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part of the government toward these people, that a man so 
unselfish, so patriotic, and so fearless in duty as Gen. Carlin, 
has buen assigned to their guardianship.” 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Linpa W. SLAUGHTER, l 
Superintendent of Instruction, 
Burleigh County. 


e. 


BROOKINGS COUNTY. 


This county failed to report this year. Last year, I re- 
ceived a very imperfect report, which showed that there were 
three organized districts, and that $529.37 had been raised 
and expended for school purposes. 
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BON HOMME COUNTY. 


Hon. J. J. McINTIRE, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction; 

Hon. Sir:—I herewith send you my annual school report, 
regretting that Iam not able to fill more of the itemized 
blanks, but I have done the best I can from the imperfect re- 
turns of many of the district clerks. In several cases I have 
been obliged to send their reports back for correction in or- 
der to get anything like a full report. 

The statistics are still somewhat imperfect, especially those 
relating to money raised and the amount of school property. 


Number of children between 5 and 21 years 


Ol Aes eas aaa tesa aaa oe TA RE taut l 719 
Number of male children between 5 and 21 

years Of AGG: scssnsaess arero naigh ennie 313 
Number of female children between 5 and 21 

Ns AA 346 
Number attending schrools.............ooooooo.oo.. 251 
Number of organized district3..................... 20 
Number of teachers employed..................... 20 
Number of male teachersS..........o.ooooocmmomo.mo... 11 
Number of female teacherS.......oo.oooococoommmoo o... 9 
Number of school houses..........ooooomooommo.oo... 11 
A mount raised for scnool purposes by county tax.. $ 862 90 
Amount raised by local taX.... ..........o........ 590 00 
a S A A eetgusey 1,421 90 
Expended for school purposes, mostly for teachers 

WIDE ita AA a + 1,421 90 
Amount of school property ........ooooommomommo oo. 2 000 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 
S. HITCHCOCK, ` 
Superintendent of Schools, 
for Bon Homme county. 
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CLAY COUNTY. 


Hon. J. J. MCINTIRE, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction: 
SIıR:—I herewith transmit my report of schools in this 
county for the year ending Aug. 31st., 1876. 
The following statistical table will show the condition of 
our schools which seem to be- making commendable progress, 


Number of children between 5 and 21 years of age 1708 
Number of male childred...........oo.o.oooooooo.. 909 
Number of female children..............-....... 799 
Number of children attending school............. 1134 
Number of organized districtS................... 55 
Number of schools taught....................... 45 
Number of teachers employed................... 55 
Number of male teachersS........0ooomooomooooo.. 21 
Number of female teachers........ooooooomooc..o.. 34 
Number of school houses.........oooooooooomo... 40 
Amount raised by county tax ..........oooo.oo.... $ 2,600 77 
Amount raised by local taX............o.ooooo.m... 4,421 95 
A mount paid for teachers’ wages................. 4,773 00 
Amount paid for building, repairs, furnishing, etc. 11,477 75 
Amount paid for incidentals..................... 2. ,249 75. 
Total amount expended.........oococoomcocmo roo. 7,02 ze 72 
Amount of school property ........oooooomomo.mo... 

Average salary of male teachers................. 30 00 
Avarage salary of female teacherS................ 31 00 


Average duration of terms, 44 months. 
Respectfally submitted, 
E. H. HURLBUTT, 
Superintendent of Schools, 
Clay County, D. T. 


-~ 
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CASS COUNTY. 


This county was not officially reported, but I have obtained 
the following meagre statistics from a private individual; 


Number of children of legal school age.............. 205 
- Number of male children........ 2.0... eee eee eens 110 
“Number of female children.............o.ooooomomo..o.. 95 
Number of organized districtS.........-............ 6 
Number of schools taught..........oooooocoocooocoooo.. 3 
Number of male teacher3..........o.ooooooomooooo.m... 1 
Number of female tearcherS.........o.o.oommo.oo.... uba 2 
Amount raised for school purposes.................. $250 00 
Amount expended for school purposes............... 250 00 


“ 


GRAND FORKS COUNTY. 


Number of children between 5 and 21 years of age... 110 
Number of male children.......... Wh dines We eae ees See 54 
Number of female childredn...............o..ooocc..... 56 
Number of children in school....................2.-- $8 
Number of schools taught............oo..o.o..o.o.o... 2 
Number of teachers: 0. lidia 2 
Number of teachers, female............o ..o.o.ooo.o... 2 
Amount paid teachers..........ooooooomomcormoomo... $ 554 00 
Amount raised for school purposes................ 1,02 12 
Amount expended for school purposes....... uds , 1,082 12 


Gro. A. WHEELER, 
` Superintendent of Schools. 
for Grand Forks connty. 


A et he 


46 SUPERINTENDENT OF 


" HANSON OOUNTY. 


Hon. J. J. McINTIRE, 

Drak SIir:—I herewith transmit my annual report of schools 
in Hanson county. 

Notwithstanding we labor under some disadvantages ang 
are much depressed financially on account of the drouth and 
grasshoppers, yet we are trying to maintain the educational 
cause. District No. 2, intend to build a school house during 
the coming year. 

We hope, and have very good reason to expect, that our 
next report will show a greater degree of advancement in ed- 
ucational matters. 


Number of scholars of legal age............ ..... 39 
Number of male scholars of legal age............. 16 
Number of female scholars of legal age............ 23 
Number of scholars ajtending public school....... 25 
Number of organized districtS.................... 3 
Number of schools taught................o.o...... 1 
Number of school hAouses........ooooommoo noo. 0005 1 
Number of female teachers...........o.o.oooooo.... 1 
Amount raised by taX..... ...oooocoocrommmsnosos $ 174 77 
Amount of school property.......ooooooccoccroom.. 1,004 :00 
Amount expended for school purposes............ 174 17 


Respectfully submitted, 
Joan M. Lyon, 
Superintendent of Schools, 
for Hanson County. 
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HUTCHINSON COUNTY. 
Hon. J. J. MCINTIRE, ) 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, D. T. 
SIr:—Though the cause of education does not receive the 
degree of attention that its importance demands; yet we are 
making progress. Our school population has nearly doubled 
bled since last year’s report, and we hope for better times 


that the incoming population may be favored with school 
privileges. 


Number of children between 5 and 21 years of age,.. 134 
Number of male children, ...............ooo.ooooo.o.. 70 
Number of female children,.............oo.oo.oo.ooo.... 64 
Number of children attending school................ 50 
Number of schools taught,............ ta 2 
Number of teacherS............. 0.0 ee cee cece cece ees 2 
Number of male teachers,..............oo.ooo cece 1 
Number of female teachers, ...ooooooooomcmscormmm»» 1 
Number of school-houses,..........ooo.ooooooooo.o... 2 
Number of organized districtS...................... 4 
Amount of money raised by tax,................ .. $234 74 
Amount of money expended...........oo.ooooooo.o... 234 74 
Amount of school property........0ooooooocmcooooo.. 300 00 


Respectfully submitted, 
SoLoN M. DABOLL, 
Superintendent of Schools 
- for Hutchinson county. 
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LAKE COUNTY. 


Hon. J. J. MCINTIRE, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Sir:—I herewith send my annual school report, as com- 
plete as I can make from the imperfect returns which I 
have received. You wil} see by this report that district No 3 
has built a new school house during the year, District No. 2 
are building a good school house which will bea great credit 
to the district, and the more so, because they are doing it from 
private subscriptions. 

Clerk of District No.1; D. Holton. 

Clerk of District No. 2; J. N. Walker. 

Clerk of District No. 3; Wm. J. Baker. 


Number of children between 5 and 21 years of age.. 63 
Number of male children.................. beats ch oh 41 
Number of female children.............o...o.oo... 22 
Number attending public school................... 32 
Number of schools taught............ 0.20... 02005. 3 
Number of male teachers............. Le a eee 2 
Number of female teacherS..........oo.oooooooooo... * 1 
Number of organized districts..... P E E 3 
Number of school Rouses:......o.oooooooommomm.... 2 
Amount raised for schools...............oo ooo... -- $175 00 
Amount expended for school purposes............. 175 00 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. H. Law, 


Superintendent of Schools 
for Lake county 


e 
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_ LINCOLN COUNTY. 
Hon. J. J. MCINTIRE, 
‘Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Srr:—Inclosed please find my report of schools, which is 
as correct as I can make it from the meagre and late returns 
of our district clerks. There has not only been a large in- 
crease in the number of schools since our last report, but also 
an evident improvement in the kind of teachers employed, 
and consequently a corresponding improvement in our 
- schools. Some new school houses have been built and oth- 
ers improved. 

Our district Board, also, are making advancement in the 
manner of conducting their school business. Yet some of 
them are inexperienced and their work very defective. This 
can be corrected only by personal visitation, and advice by 
the County Superintendent. 

The appended table of statistics gives a fair repre sentation 
of our school work: 

Number of children between 5 and 21 vears of 


AQe....... Ps 959 
Number of male childreD..............oooo.o.o..... 487 
Number of female children.......oo.m.oooommoo.o... 472 
Number attending public school.............o..... 652 
Number of schools taught.........o..ooooooooooo.. 26 
Number of male teacherS..........ooo.ooooooomooo..» 6 
Number of female teachers......... e 20 
Number of organized districtS........o..oo.o.oo.o.... 50 
Number of school houses............ooo.oo .... wae 25 
Amount raised by county tax for school purposes.. S$ 897 00 
Amount raised by district taX...........oooooooo... 2,050 00 
Amount raised by other SOUrCes......oooooooo.... 150 00 
Total. roo rr 3,106 00 
Amount paid teachers........oo.ooomoo.oo...o.. Lon... 2,429 00 
Total expended for schools ......o....oooooo.o.... 3,661 00 
Amount of school property............ 222.2022 eee 2,685 00 
Average monthly salary of male teachers......... 28 40 
Average monthly salary of female teachers........ 24 35 


Aggregate number of months school has beentaught 108 
-Respectfully submitted, 
V. B. CONKLIN, 
Superintendent of Schools. 
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MINNEHAHA COUNTY. 


Hon. J. J. MCINTIRE, 
Superintendent of Public las A 
SIR“ —I have the honor of submitting herewith my annual 
school report. The following statiatical table, as gathared 
from the reports of district clerks, gives the present condition 
of school matters in this county. 


Number of children between 5 and 21 years of age, .. 848 
Number of male children, ............ 0.020000 cee 443 
Number of female children,..........o.ooooooo..o... 405 
Number of children attending public schools...... 520 
Number of organized districts...........o.eooo.... , 43 
Number of schools taught,.......o.o.o.ooomooomo.... 34 
Number o male teachers,............ooocooomoo... 7 
Number of female teachers, .............«<.o.o...... 27 
Number of school-honses,........oooooooooomonss. 40 
Amount raised by county taX,.........o.o.oooo.oo.. $1,585 00 
Amount raised by district tax..... ......o........ 3,726 00 
Amount paid teachers...... E peras 3,200 00 
Amount paid for buildings and contingent 
EXPERTOS a aeey ees 2,092 20 
Total amount expended.................2 0000 eee 5,261 00 
Amount of school property...................... 7,000 00 


Respectfally submitted, 
E. A. SHERMAN, 
Superintendent of Schools 
for Minnehaha County. 


a 


MOODY COUNTY. 


Hon. J. J. McIntire, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, D. T. 

SIr:—I have the honor to submit my annual school report 
for this county. You are doubtless aware that most of the 
settlers in this county are Indians. As the Government has 
made official promises for their education, they are not con- 
nected with the public schools. The white population are 
giving all the attention to educational matters that could be 
expected of new settlers, laboring under such disadvantages 
as surround the population on this extreme frontier. 
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Our public school statistics are as follows: 
Number of children between 5 and 21 years 


A dues cot E w use + eee 233 
Number of male children................o.o.oooco.m.. 120 
Number of female children....................o.... 113 
Number attending public schools.................. 74 
Number of school houses........o.o.oomoooommomm... 1 
Number of months school has been taught......... 4 
Number of female teacherS...........o.ooooomo.o o... 2 
Number of organized districts..................... 3 
A mount raised by tax and otherwise............... $ 120 00 
Amount expended for school purposes............. 120 00 


Of the Indian school in ‘this county, the Superintendent 
Says: l 

“The Government has established a school here, and provi- 
ded a good school building for the benefit of the resident In- 
dians, who have complied with all the conditions as settlers 
in taking Government land and homesteads. There are in 
this school 50 children under the charge of a teacher, who is 
also employed by the government. The children are making 
commendable improvement, and in many respects they are 
conforming to the customs and usages of their more enlight- 
ened brethern. ~ 

Many of these native settlers seem to realize that educa- 
cation is the lever or motive power by which their race is to 
be raised in the scale of civilization, and brought up to an 
* equality with their white neighbors. 

They are somewhat restless and irregular in their habits, 
but are generally quite regular in their attendence at school.” 
Respectfully Submitted, 

P. A. VANICE, 
Superintendent of Schools 
for Moody County. 
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PEMBINA COUNTY. 
Hon. J. J. MCINTIRE, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Sir—I send you herewith my annual report of the condi- 
tion of the schools of this county, which lam ready to ac- 
knowledge is not in all respects what I could wish. Iam 
sorry to say that our county has not yet arrived at as high a 
standard in the matter of education as is desirable. In 1873 
I formed all the settled portions of this county into districts. 
numbering from 1 to 6, and gave notice as required by law, 
for the first meeting thereof. 

District No. 1, which inciudes the village of Pembina, was 
the only one however in which a full organization was effect- 
ed. During the time, from 1873 to 1876, this district, (No. 1,) 
has had the benefit of all the public school moneys arising 
trom the collection of licenses, fines, general school fund and 
poll tax, except quite a number of liquor and ferry licenses 
which were appropriated and used for general county purpo- 
ses. With what was thus obtained, together with special tax. 
district No. 1 has built a fine school house 40x22 feet, which 
needs only good seats to make it a complete edifice for the 
purpose for which erected. Districts No. 3 and 7 have, du- 
ring the past season been duly organized, and have drawn 
their share of the public fund. 

We hope next year to be able to make a report more favor- 
able to our schools and the cause of education. 


Number of children between 5 and 21 years of age.. 209 
Number of male children................. dos 95 
Number of female children...................o.o... 114 
Number attending public school................... 64 
Number of school houses..........oooooooo.oo..».. 1 
Number of schools taught...........oomo.ooooooo... 1 
Number of organized districtS.............oo.o.o.... 4 
Number of female teacherS...........«o.oooomoo... 1 
Amount raised by tax and otherwise.............. 1,662 71 
Amount expended for school purposes.............. 1,662 71 


Text books used, those prescribed by law. 
Respectfully submitted, 
H. R. VAUGHN, 
Superintendent of Schools 


PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 53 


_ RICHLAND COUNTY. 

The following statistical table was furnished by Deputy 
Superintendent G. A. Strout. The number of children at- 
tending school is not given; but as four schools were taught 
some time during the year most of the children must have 
attended. I have put the probable number at eighty. 


Number of children between 5 and 21 years of age... 103 
Number of male childred..............o.ooooooomo.o.. 50 
Number of female childred..........oooooooooo mo... 53 
Number of schcols taught............ooooooomoo.o.o... 4 
Number of male teacherS........oooooocnroooonorono.. 1 
Number of female teacherS........oooooooooooooo coo... 3 
Number of organized districtS............ooo....... 6 
Amo int raised for school purposes.................. $201 00 
Anouut expended for school purposes......... Lo... 201 00 


J. M. RUGGLES, 
- Superintendent of Schools. 
for Richland county. 


TRAIL COUNTY 
Reported by Deputy Superintendent G. A. Strout. 


Number of children between 5 and 21 years of age 59 
Number of male childred.......ooooooooooomm.o..o.., 32 
Number of female children...............oo.oo..o.o.. 27 
Number of children attending public school.......... 37 
Number of schools taught.........o.oooooooomooooo.». 2 
Number of male teachers.......... 0.00 cece cece eens 2 
Number of organized districtS...........oo.ooooo..... 2 
Amount paid teachers................. Aro $ 195 00 
Amount raised for school purposes................. 675 47 
Amount of school property.....................00. 542 00 
Number of school houses not reported—probably... | 2 


J.C. PATEN, 
Superintendent. of Schoots, 
for Trail County. 
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TURNER COUNTY. 


Hon. J. J. MelxTIRE, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction : 


SIrR:—Herewith find my annual report of the schools of 
this county. Though not what we could desire, yet the 
schools of Turner county have been all that could be expect- 
ed with so limited accommodations of school houses and fur- 
niture. Our teachers also must of necessity be of an inferior 
grade in consequence of small salaries. Our teachers have 
been faithful, and in most cases have shared the confidence of 
both patrons and scholars. J have organized eight new dis- 
tricts and visited most of the schools taught. 


Number of children between 5 and 21 years of age... 416 
Number of male chbildren........ ........ id 207 
Number of female children. ............00-.. 200 ooo. 209 
Number of children attending school........... Wey 199 
Number of schools taught........ 0.0.0.0... 00.00 000- 12 
Number of male teachers................ bla 2 
Number of female teacherS.......oo.occommcmoocmnmm... 10 
Number of organized districtS................ ts 26 
Number of school honses............... reses : 
Amount raised for school purposes........... coe ee. BOGE 09 
Amount expended for teachers’ wagesS............... 516 46 
Amount expended for other purposes............ >.. 129 95 


— Respectfully submitted, 
T. H. JUDSON, 
Superintendent of Schools, 
for Turner county. 
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UNION COUNTY. 
Hon. J. J. MCINTIRE, . 
Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

SIR:—In transmitting my annual report for the school year 
ending August 81st, 1876. Ican truly say that the cause of 
Education in Union County is receiving more attention than 
in former years. With one or two exceptions there is not a 
neighborhood but has sustained a-school for at least three 
months in the year. A majority of these were summer 
schools, presided over by young ladies that in many cases 
had not had the advantages of better training than the com- 
mon school affords. Yet a majority of them have exceeded 
my expectations both in government and teaching. I say 
this after having spent about four weeks in visiting schools 
and conversing with their patrons. On the other hand, a few 
of our schools have been under the care of well qualified and 
experienced teachers, of whom we expected much, and have 
not been disappointed. In many items the clerks of districts 
have not reported; especially is this the case in valuation of 
school buildings and the amount of money received and dis- 
bursed. In some instances, I have supplied them when I 
knew the facts, but many of the reports could not be cor- 
rected. 

The following is as complete a return as I can make from 
the reports I have. 


Number of children of school age ated erate eae gee 2074 
Number of male children......................... 1083 
Number of female children..............ooo.o..... 991 
Number of scholars attending public school....... _ 1526 
Number of male children in school................ 786 
Number of female children in senool.............. 740 
Number of months school has been taught......... 208 
Number of male teachers employed............... 24 
Number of female teachers employed............. 34. 
Number of organized districtS.................... 60 
Number of schools taught.................. wants 50 
Number of school houses..........oooooocoocmooo.. 44 
Amount paid mail teachers......................-. $2,626 00 
Amount paid female teachers...................-. 1,935 00 


Total paid teachers............ aba T 4,561 00 
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Amount raised by county tax.......... ide 3,118 58 
Amount raised by local taX.......coooomommoo.o..o 2,189 82 
Total amount expended for teachers, cia 
a A viseert rewards. O02 40 
Amount of school property as reported i In part.. 2,853 09 
Average number of months of school in each 
district 4.16 
I have issued 56 certificates to teachers during the year as 
follows: 
OF The Mestalla al 
Of the second grade.....c.o..ococoomo.oo o... A re ree 13 
Of the third grade.........o.o.oooooooooo... aida laa 15 
I have made fourty-two official visits during the year. 
The amount of school property of this county has hitherto 
been reported as high as $7,000 00. 
Respectfully submitted, 
RUNYAN COMPTON, 
Superintendent of Schools, 
for Union” County. 


—_ 
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To Hon. J. J- McInring, 
Superintendent of Public Insti nction: 
Sir:—I hereby submit my annual report of statistics of the 
schools of Yankton County, for the year ending August 31st, 
3576 


Number of districts in county......commmo.. ies 43 
Number of districts reporting................ 0.65 27 
Number of scholars reported... ..ooooomomoo.o... 1,955 
Number of pupils attending school Sead eNA 1,272 
Number of months school (total) errr aan 109 
Number of months (average in each district)..... 4 
Amount of money raised by county tax......... . $ 3,8 2907 
Amount raised by district tax, and bonds........ 18,722 61 
Gt O A E a 22,551 68 
Amount paid for teachers wages.............5. z. 5,875 36 
Value of school property, (estimated). . ..... 18,874 00 
Number of teachers teaching in bounty cc Sul ia tesa 41 


I am gratified to be able to report a marked improvement 
in the condition of school matters, and an awakening of in- 
terest in schools on the part of the foreign population in 
the county. ; 

i Very Respectfully Yours, 
NATHAN FORD, 
Superintendent of Schools, 
for Yankton County. 
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ADDRESS OF J. J. McINTIRE. 


DELIVERED BEFORE THE TEACHERS ÍNsTITUTE, HELD at VER- 
MILLION, D. T., NovEMBER 21st to 27th, 1876. 


“The Uses and Abuses of the Free School System.” 


The free school system, under the management of state and 
county officers, has become a practical reality in nearly every 
state and territory inthe Union. The main-spring in all the 
machinery of this system, is the legalized plan of giving a 
free education to all classes of our youth. All of its accom- 
paniments, such as superintendents, teachers, school boards, 
etc., with all necessary rules and regulations, are only wheels 
of more or less importance, and yet, essential to the harmo- 
nious and successful operation of the system. 

This system was introduced at first, for the benefit of the 
poorer classes, who were not able to pay for the suitable in- 
struction of their children. Ata very early day, the settlers 
of this country, feeling a great responsibility in educating all 
classes, made land grants, the avails of which were to be ap- 
plied for the benefit of the poor people. The founders of this 
system said: “Children of the poor as well as .of the rich 
ought to be instructed both in letters and: in morals.” The 
more wealthy donated in proportion to their ability, while 
benevolent societies contributed of their funds for the same 
worthy purpose. Thus in good old puritan times, the sys- 
tem of limited free schools had its origin. Old Plymouth, a 
name ever to be associated with the hallowed recollection of 
the landing of our pilgrim forefathers, history says, was the 
first town to “vote a free school within her borders.” This 
was done in the year 1670. 

Securing the good results of such a system, and believing 
that the prosperity, unanimity and liberty of the nation de- 
pend on the general diffusion of knowledge among all classes 
of society, our states and territories have followed the noble 
example, until the means of acquiring a good common school 
education are brought within the reach of the poorest of our 


land. 
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In addition to appropriations of land by the general gov- 
ernment, a legalized school tax, sufficient to meet the necessi- 
ties of the case, may be levied on the taxable property of 
each district. Such a system of schools, furnishing ample 
means when properly managed, cannot fail in its tendencies 
to diffuse among the masses that knowledge which lies at the 
foundation of religious, political and financial prosperity. 

But while with pleasure we contemplate the means provi- 
ded for thus spreading abroad intellectual light, as free as the 
rays diffused by the meridian sun, we exceedingly regret that 
the application of this system is, in many cases, so far perver- 
ted from the original plan as to prevent the glorious results 
intended, and at first achieved, by its founders. 


Formerly in training the young and fitting them for the 
duties and activities of life, attention was given to the culti- 
vation of the moral, as well as the mental- faculties. The 
manners, habits and disposition of the pupils were looked to, 
and the exercise of conscientious seruples was carefully incul- 

cated. Teachers were employed “who regarded truth, bat 
hated lying lips;” who felt that protanity was beneath the 
dignity of intelligences who reverenced the sacred sabbath, 
who, in short, possessed, and were-willing to teach, all those 
manly, virtuous sentiments which make mankind industrious, 
peacable, kind and loyal citizens. To enforce this kind of 
instruction, or to see that it was faithfully imparted, school 
committees were chosen whose business was to visit the 
schools from time to time. and report the condition of things 
to their respective schoo! boards, or to the parents and citi- 
zens of their respective districts. We occasionally hear one 
speak slurringly of the Puritanic prominence given to the 
manners and morals in the primary training of children. But 
such is only the railing of folly against wisdom. 


With our ancestors, the question was not, how much, but 
how good the instruction given. Neither was it the formal 
legalized system that enabled them to fit men and women for 
usefulness; but it was attention to those things without which 
no system of education can accomplish anything great or 
good. The ancestral idea, that “education under the control 
of one whose disposition is bad and whose-purposes are evil, 
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only gives him additional influence and power to do wrong,” 
was just what gave the New Eugland states such wonderful 
success in leading the educational interests of this continent. 
Great importance was attached-to the selection of teachers of 
correct habits, and to giving attention, that their example and 
instiuction were such as would lead their pupils to moral ele- 
vation as well as to intellectual eminence. The superstition 
and fanaticism of the 18th century caused the death of a score 
of individuals who were denounced as witches, but the want 
of reverence for the Supreme Being, infidelity, and a wanton 
disregard for the moral and spiritual culture-of the young in 
the 19th century have filled our cities with dens of vice, our 
jails and prisons with criminals, and strewed a hundred bat- 
tle fields with the strength and pride of our nation. As the 
influences brought to bear upon the child for the first ten 
years of his life shape the character and determine the desti- 
ny of the future man, so the influences which control the chil; 
dren at large shape the character and determine the destiny of 
governments. In no place, except it may be in the nursery, 
are these controlling influences more strongly felt than in the 
common school. To the care given in the moral discipline uf 
the young, more than any thing else, we must attribute the 
‘unexampled prosperity and continued liberty, for the enjoy- 
ment of which this nation was so eminently distinguished 
among the nations of the earth up to the middle of the pres- 
ent century. Oliver Angell, an experienced educator of 
Rhode Island, in speaking upon this subject, said: “It isa 
position well established that, on the early and correct edu- 
cation of the youth depends the ultimate success of every 
national enterprise for the intellectual and moral improvement 
cf man. On this early and correct education depend, also, 
in a great measure the preservation of our liberties and the 
continuation of the present free institutions of our country.” 


The advantages of the ‘free school system have been 
thoroughly tested by the experience of the past hundred 
years; but good results have been reached only when the sys- 
tem was rightly managed. The engine may be perfect fin 
every particular, yet it is absolutely good for nothing with- 
out good engineers. 
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In this age of rapid improvemeft, the great effort seems to 
be in most cases, solely to develop the intellectual powers, re- 
gardless of that training which prepares the pupil to apply 
the knowledge acquired for his own highest interests and the 
good of his fellows. 


To accomplish this, teachers too often are placed in charge 
of the young, whose only qualification for the most responsi- 
ble position that man ever filled, is the ability to obtain a 
certificate with “good moral character” attached to it, by an 
examiner who never before saw the applicant, and who has 
no means of determining his or her fitness for such a posi- 
tion only the inference he draws from personal appearance, 
and the well guarded expressions of the would be teacher. - 


Shall we wonder then, that unhallowed ambition and a 
reckless disregard of justice characterizes the conduct of 
those who fill high stations? Do we wonder, when we consid- 
er the practical working of the perverted system under which 
our leaders are trained in early life, and in part fitted for 
their work, that anarchy and intestine war have reached our 
borders and threatened destruction to our free institutions! 
Our wonder ceases, when we contemplate the lack of care, 
both on the part of parents and teachers in properly training 
the children of our land. A careless blow on the tender 
shrub dwarfs its growth and leaves a weak or decayed spot: 
though it may afterwards heal over and show a smooth sur- 
face. Remove the surface and the injured spot reappears, 
though years may have passed since the blow that made if 
was given. Precisely so with children whose habits are taint- 
ed by neglect or bad training. A fair exterior may cover 
many defects thus caused, and those thus affected may rise to 
positions of trust and power. But the defects will sooner or 
later appear. The one thus injured may bear regal honors 
or wear princely robes, may sit in the chair of state or stand 
in legislative halls, yet he feels the influence of the contami- 
nation of his childhood, — 


-The origin of the political whirlwinds that sweep through 
the land from time to time, causing anxiety and alarm for the 
safety of the republic, is not to be found in the fact that our 
leaders belong to this or that political party; but rather in 
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the discipline to. which they were subjected in their youth. 
Neither is this the fault of the system under which they re- 
ceived instruction; but rather of its bad management. Is 
there not, on the part of the populace, a prevailing notion 
that our school system is so good it will take care of itself? 
Some seen to feel that the education of their children is a 
kind of gratuitous favor, and that it matters little how, or by | 
whom they are instructed. 

Regulations, plans and purposes are only the means 
through which executive forces reach results. The means 
may be good, but the results can be so only when the forces 
are rightly applied. The farmer, tradesman or mechanic ex- 
pects success only in the execution of their well laid plans. 
Hence the attention given to those in their employment to see 
that they do a reasonable amount of work and that they do 
it well. 


The inefficiency of some of our sehools is mainly attributa- 
ble to the inattention of guardians and parents. School 
officers and teachers may be unfaithful, but their removal is 
optional with the'people. Therefore, those who should be 
most interested are generally those who are most.in fault. 


We are aware that there are many good teachers at work 
who do all they can in behalf of those under their charge. 
But teachers, like all other employes, need the attention of 
their employers. I would not render an apology for the un- 
faithful teacher, but in many cases failure is the result of in- 
competency rather than unfaithfulness. 


Some doubtless think that their labors and responsibility 
ought to be in proportion to the salary they receive. This is 
a false position; and he who takes it is not fit for the office 
he filis. Nothing short of the very best services which he can 
render, will satisfy the just claims upon any teacher, and 
nothing short of this will secure a higher position and an in- 
crease of pay. We are aware that teachers are not, in most 
cases, suitably rewarded. Buthe who is not satisfied with 
the wages offered, is at liberty to engage in some other occu- 
pation that will afford a greater income. This he may do, 
but he should never engage as teacher, with the resolution 
formed to do less than his best to secure the physical, mental, 
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moral and spiritual good of his pupils. Many of our best 
teachers are not engaged as such, for the reason that cheaper 
ones can be employed. In such cases the people ought not to 
complain of poor schools for the fault is their own. To se- 
cure the best ability and talent in this work, those who are 
benefited by it must be willing to pay for it. The best of 
anything will always command a guod price. We should 
select our best men and women for school officers and teach- 
ers, and then pay them a salary equal to what they could 
command in other employments. As parents, and as the 
‘guardians of the best interests of our fellows and our conntry, 
we cannot afford to let our children grow up in ignorance, or 
_be trained in the school of vice under any pretense of econo- 
my; and yet we know of men who tax themselves $25 a year 
for tobacco, who would most violently oppose a tax of half 
that amount for the education of their children, which is so 
necessary to lay for them the foundation of present and future 
welfare. For those whose highest ambition is to gratify the 
- carnal desires—“ to feast the body but starve the mind”—a 
teacher whose services can be procured for a trifle, but are 
really good for nothing, is perfectly satisfactory. 


To remedy this evil, and place good teachers in the schools, 
the people themselves must change their policy. We may 
meet here to instruct and improve teachers, and to devise the 
best means of improving and carrying out our school system, 
we may encourage and aid each other, but the great mass of 
parents and teachers are not in this way reached or benefited. 
The worst sinners are seldom present to hear the preacher’s 
admonitions and warnings. So those who are influenced most 
by selfish and mercenary motives, and who need most to be 
counseled, are not here. We, therefore, as the representatives 
of the various localities of this Territory, have a work to do 
in awakening to a sense of their responsibility the people for 
whose welfare, as superintendents and teachers, we are labor- 
ing. They have employed us and now we must agitate this 
subject. If we are the generals who are to marshal the 
mighty hosts of our land, and lead them triumphantly against 
the powers of ignorance and depravity, we must move in this 
matter. Wemust recommend and encourage a deeper inter- 
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est and a more liberal policy in the several districts of our 
Territory. To guard against the imposition of poor teachers 
and to encourage the good, a system of regular visitation 
ought to be established in every school district. Either the 
school board or a separate committee should, if possible, visit 
the school at least once each month. 


Our county superintendents are required by the school stat- 
utes, to visit their schools once at least each year. This is a 
wise provision, especially in a new country like ours, where 
so many of the citizens have shared limited opportunities, 
and where so many different nationalities, with all their dis- 
similar and strange peculiarities, are represented. But this 
` does not fully meet the necessity of the case. 


Many of our teackers, who are well disposed, are young 
and inexperienced. This arises from the fact that we have no 
normal’schools or institutes in the Territory for the purpose 
of training teachers, as they have in most of the States. Let 
the county superintendent arrange an order of exercises and 
a system of discipline for the young teacher, and, encourage 
the school board or visiting committee to visit the school and 
see that the system is carried out as far as possible, and we 
doubt not much better order would prevail, and much greater 
progress would be made, as the result of our efforts to raise 
the standard of common school education. On this subject 
an eminent educator, says: ‘‘ It is utterly in vain to hope for 
a valuable course of public instruction without a thorough and 
active system of supervision on the part of the community. 
Unless the schools be visited frequently, and examined thor- 
oughly, and unless the school committees determine to give 
this subject all the attention, and reflection and labor neces- 
sary to carry the system of education to as great a degree of 
perfection as the case admits, everything will be fruitless. 
If a sufficient number of gentlemen can be found, who will 
devote to the interests of the rising generation a half day 
every month, and who will so combine their labors as to pro- 
duce the effect of a particular and general supervision, all 
that the most benevolent could wish can be accomplished. If 
such men cannot be found, nothing of value will ever be 
done.” 
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‘It also oceurs to us thafMhe time has come when measures 
should be taken to establish a normal schoolin Dakota. Such 
a school, under the direction of, competent teachers, held at a 
suitable season of the year, and of six or eight weeks dura- 
tion, for the express purpose of fitting teachers for their work, 
would supply a desideratum much felt by many, and ought 
to receive a good»ssupport from the four hundied teachers of 
this Territory. i 

We believe that no other enterprise would be conducive of 
so much good, or effect so mueh in improving the condition 
of our schools. Such iustitutes are regarded as an indispensi- 
ble accompaniement of the schoo] system of those States that 
take the lead in common school education. 


Our legislature appropriates one hundred dollars to defray 
the expenses of a Territorial Teachers’ Institute. Four days 
is the ultimate limit of time which has been given to these in- 
stitutes. But few teachers attend, and those who do are of 
those who least need fhe benefits to be derived. This want of 
`~ attendance arises from several causes—in some cases no doubt 
from want of interest. Some live at so great a distance, and 
the modes of conveyance are so inconvenient, that the impres- 
sion prevails, and not without good reason, that but little can 
be accomplished for the good of teachers in so short a time 
to compensate for the sacrifice that must be made in attend- 
ing the institute. Were it to be continue. for six or eight 
weeks as a thorough drill in the theory and practice of teach- 
ing, andin the different branches taught in our schools, this 


objection would be removed, besides the increased pay and _ 


demand for teachers who had been trained in it, would soon 
induce a full attendance. Could our legislature more wisely 
appropriate three hundred dollars than to add it to the one 
hundred already appropriated for this purpose? This sum 
would doubtless defray all the expenses except board for stu- 


dents, which would be a personal matter. If this appropria- . 


tion cannot be made, cannot some competent person be in- 
duced to undertake and carry forward the work by charging 


a tuition fee? Such an enterprise would give a new impetus -7 


to our educational work, and form the nucleus of a State nor- 
mal school which the interests of this rich and rapidly grow- 
ing Territory will soon demand. 
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We would recommend, furtherngpre, the plan of holding 
County Teachers’ Institutes, of from two to six days each .year, 
in all counties where there are a sufficient number of teachers 
to sustain them. Though little could be done by way of drill 
in the branches taught, yet by an interchange of thought and 
opinion in discussing the various topics connected with their 
profession, the teachers, who could attend, with little sacrifice, 
would find themselves richly rewarded. The county superin- 
tendent should be empowered to make the attendance of all 
teachers compulsory, and if held during term time of any of 
the schools, the teachers compelled to leave them should be 
allowed full time and pay. 


While we believe that as pioneers, subjected to all the im- 
pediments, difficulties and hardships to which new settlers are 
always subjected, we have advanced as fast perhaps as the 
interests of the people required and their finances would per- 
mit, and that in proportion to our age, population and wealth 
we are not behind other newly settled countries in our school 
interests, yet, may we not hope that this centennial year will 
be rendered famous in the future history of Dakota, by giv- 
ing birth to new impulses and better plans for the complete 
and harmonious development of the mental, moral and spirit- 
ual faculties of the rising generation. 


We have thrown out these suggestions becanse we feel that 
the time has cume when something more efficient should be 
done, that the education of our youth may keep pace with 
the rapid development and the increase of wealth in this 
beautiful land, which under the fostering care of her industri- 
ous, intelligent citizens. may stand at no distant-day as an 
honored and accomplished member of the great sisterhood of 
states. 


Though my term of office will soon expire, yet my interest 
in this work and my effort to advance it, cannot cease. 


In conclusion, let me say to you, superintendents, teachers 
and parents, as you desire the elevation of your race, as you 
wish for the happiness of mankind, as you would assist to 
perpetuate the noble institutions of this grand republic, as 
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you would possess approving consciences when your labors on 
earth close, and. passing the portals of death, would hear the 


commendation, ‘ well done,” be zealous in your efforts for 
the cause of common schools. 


